THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
A Service of the Word

Sunday 18 July 2021
Officiant: The Revd Paul Smith, Team Vicar

Welcome and Notices
Introduction
The grace and mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
This is the day which the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Please sit as we listen to

Hymn:

Christ whose glory fills the skies

Christ, whose glory fills the skies
Christ, the true, the only Light,
Sun of Righteousness, arise,
Triumph o’er the shades of night;
Dayspring from on high, be near,
Daystar, in my heart appear.
Dark and cheerless is the morn
Unaccompanied by thee;
Joyless is the day’s return,
Till thy mercy’s beams I see,
Till they inward light impart,
Glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
Visit then this soul of mine,
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
Fill me, Radiancy divine,
Scatter all my unbelief;
More and more thyself display,
Shining to the perfect day.
Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)

Confession
Let us confess our sins as we return to the Lord and say:
Lord our God,
In our sin we have avoided your call.
Our love for you is like a morning cloud,
Like the dew that goes away early.
Have mercy on us;
Deliver us from judgement, bind up our wounds and revive us;
In Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

(Hosea 6)

Promise of Forgiveness (Absolution)
May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen

The Collect
Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: graft in
our hearts the love of your name, increase in us true religion, nourish us with
all goodness, and of your great mercy keep us in the same; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Word of God
First Reading:

Ephesians 2: 11 - end

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians
So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called ‘the
uncircumcision’ by those who are called ‘the circumcision’ — a physical
circumcision made in the flesh by human hands — remember that you were at
that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the
world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought
near by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both

groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility
between us. He has abolished the law with its commandments and
ordinances, so that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of
the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile both groups to God in one
body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. So he
came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who
were near; for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father.
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the
saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In
him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the
Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling-place for
God.
For the gift of the word:
Thanks be to God

Second Reading:

Mark 6: 30-34, 53-end

A reading from the gospel according to Mark
The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and
taught. He said to them, ‘Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and
rest a while.’ For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even
to eat. And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves.
Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on
foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. As he went ashore, he saw
a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep
without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.
When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored
the boat. When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, and
rushed about that whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to
wherever they heard he was. And wherever he went, into villages or cities or
farms, they laid the sick in the market-places, and begged him that they might
touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed.
For the gift of the word:
Thanks be to God

We listen to

Hymn:

The King of love my shepherd is

The King of love my Shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his
And he is mine for ever.
Where streams of living water flow
My ransomed soul he leadeth,
And where the verdant pastures grow
With food celestial feedeth.
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
But yet in love he sought me,
And on his shoulder gently laid,
And home, rejoicing, brought me.
In death's dark vale I fear no ill
With thee, dear Lord, beside me;
Thy rod and staff my comfort still,
Thy cross before to guide me.
Thou spread'st a table in my sight;
Thy unction, grace bestoweth:
And O what transport of delight
From thy pure chalice floweth!
And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
Within thy house for ever.
Psalm 23
H W Baker (1821 – 1877)

SERMON
Affirmation of Faith
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist?
We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?
We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
We believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Intercessions
At the end of each bidding the following may be used: Lord in your mercy,
Please respond:
Hear our prayer
At the end of the prayers we say the Lord’s Prayer together.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours now and for ever.
Amen.

Hymn:
Christ is our cornerstone,
on him alone we build;
with his true saints alone
the courts of heaven are filled;
on his great love
our hopes we place
of present grace
and joys above.

Christ is our cornerstone

O then with hymns of praise
these hallowed courts shall ring;
our voices we will raise
the Three in One to sing;
and thus proclaim
in joyful song,
both loud and long,
that glorious name.
Here, gracious God, do thou
for evermore draw nigh;
accept each faithful vow,
and mark each suppliant sigh;
in copious shower
on all who pray
each holy day
thy blessings pour.
Here may we gain from heaven
the grace which we implore;
and may that grace, once given,
be with us evermore,
until that day
when all the blest
to endless rest
are called away.
Latin, before 9th Century tr John Chandler (1806 – 1876)

The Blessing
Please maintain social distancing as you leave Thank you
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